MEN OF POWER

in several actions that took place for the relief of the
city of Ladysmith. In 1906, during the Zulu rebellion,
he recruited a stretcher-bearing party and served with it
till the end of the war. In both of these wars he re-
ceived citations for bravery in the front line.

Meanwhile the lot of the Indians in South Africa
suffered from a long series of "Black Laws5' discrimi-
nating against them. These came to a climax in 1907
by the enactment in the Transvaal of the Asiatic Regis-
tration Act. This law required all Indians and Chinese
to be registered and fingerprinted as if they were actual
or potential criminals. No other racial group was
included. Gandhi and his co-workers urged all Indians
to disobey this law, to refuse to register, and to take
the consequences.

The seven-year struggle which followed put to the
severest test Gandhi's leadership and his method of
non-violent non-co-operation. He called a great mass
meeting at Johannesburg and persuaded thousands
of Indians to take the oath of Satyagraha, which meant
that they would not register or obey the law, but would
use only soul-force in opposition to it. The registra-
tion officers were picketed and other Indians persuaded
not to register. The government promptly responded
by arresting the leaders in the movement. Gandhi him-
self went to jail for two months. But the protest and
picketing continued.

At last a representative from General Smuts, the
President of the Transvaal, waited upon Gandhi in an
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